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Five ways to 
build your 
child’s literacy 
skills K-4

5. 	 Talking and listening tips for children 
Kindergarten to Year 4:

✔	 Try to avoid interrupting children and listen to the whole of what they are trying 
to communicate.

✔	 Try providing opportunities to talk with and listen to children as they talk and share. 

✔	 Give positive messages that show you are interested by giving nods, smiles, sounds, 
words, gestures, but try not to intrude while your child is speaking.

✔	 If your child has trouble remembering what was spoken, a good technique is for 
him or her to repeat in the mind what has been said, rephrasing it in his or her 
own words. If it is appropriate, taking notes is very helpful.

✔	 If you are planning something, such as a meal or an outing, try having a brainstorming 
session with your child. You can do this by asking for ideas for the occasion. You 
could just listen to one another share ideas or write them down. 

✔	 Discuss common dates on the calendar such as public holidays and have your child 
mark in important events on a family calendar.

✔	 Talk about days, months and years in relation to events such as birthdays and other 
special occasions. 

✔	 Talk about street names and the meaning of signs as you drive around. You could 
retell or  make up stories about the street names that tell how the name came 
about.
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Council of Catholic School Parents

Phone (02) 9390 5339
Fax (02) 9390 529
danielle.cronin@ccsp.catholic.edu.au

NSW Parents’ Council

Phone (02) 9955 8276
Fax (02) 9954 4429
office@parentscouncil.nsw.edu.au

Contacts:
Federation of Parents and 
Citizens’ Associations of NSW
Phone 1300 885 982
Fax (02) 9080 2364
mail@pandc.org.au
<http://www.pandc.org.au> <http://www.sydney.catholic.org.au> <http://www.parentscouncil.nsw.edu.au>




